[Anatomo-clinical study of a case of regenerative nodular hyperplasia of the liver with Felty's syndrome and portal hypertension].
Regencrative nodular hyperplasia (RHN) is a rare condition, the diagnosis of which is based upon histological findings. It is seen in Felty's syndrome with portal hypertension (PHT), as was the case in the patient reported here. This was a 72-year-old man, with long standing rheumatoid arthritis, hepatosplenomegaly, a neutrophil leucopaenia and oesophageal varices responsible for recurrent haematemeses. Despite a portocaval anastomosis, the patient died from postoperative acute hepatic failure. Histological study revealed changes in the hepatocytes and the reticulin system typical of RNH without cirrhosis. The relationship between Felty's syndrome and RHN, as well as the mechanism of the hypertension, are discussed in the light of cases from the literature.